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Missoula' MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

August 28, 1992
UM, CITY AND COUNTY URGE COMMUNITY TO HELP
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS FIND HOUSING
MISSOULA ~
City and county officials have joined forces with The University of Montana to urge
Missoula-area residents to help ease the local housing crunch by offering temporary or permanent
housing for UM students.
An extremely tight local rental market and a record University enrollment have left many
UM students still looking for a place to live for fall semester, which begins next week. On-campus
housing is filled beyond capacity, and more off-campus housing options are urgently needed.
UM President George Dennison, Missoula Mayor Dan Kemmis and Missoula County
Commissioner Janet Stevens issued a joint appeal for community members to help students find
housing through traditional rental units or in private homes. Homeowners throughout the Missoula
area who are not already taking in boarders can legally offer a room in their home to a UM student,
officials said.
Anyone with space to offer to a student, even on a temporary basis, should call UM’s OffCampus Housing Clearinghouse, 243-INFO (243-4636), UM Dean ot Students Barbara Hollmann
said. The clearinghouse gathers listings of available housing and provides those listings to shelter
seeking students. A service of the University Center Inlormation Desk, the clearinghouse is open
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. weekdays, from 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturdays, and from 10:30 a.m. to
10 p.m. Sundays.
UM has accommodated the residence-hall overtlow by providing temporary housing in
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study lounges and one dormitory basement, and by converting single and double rooms to doubles
and triples, Hollmann said, but "we would like to be able to offer alternatives off campus in homes
or apartments."
UM Housing Director Ron Brunell said 133 students are currently assigned to the temporary
quarters, up from 38 students who required overflow dormitory housing last year. Last year's
overcrowding eased within four weeks as permanent dormitory rooms became available, Brunell
said, but it is unlikely enough space will open up to accommodate all of the students assigned to
temporary residence-hall space this fall.
UM ’s family housing units are full, with a waiting list of some 4(X) names, Brunell said.
Most of the people on the waiting list already have housing elsewhere but would like to move into
UM units because the rent is about 40 percent lower than for comparable housing off-campus, he
said.
Stephen Jackman, student supervisor for the University Center Information Desk, said many
students have come in to check off-campus housing listings every day since the clearinghouse
began operations Monday. Demand is high tor all types ot housing, Jackman said, but there seems
to be a particular need among students with children.
University Center Administrative Officer Candy Holt, who oversees the information desk,
stressed that the new service is strictly a clearinghouse, and listings do not constitute a University
endorsement of the offered accommodations.
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Contacts: Ron Brunell, 243-2611; Candy Holt, 243-5082.
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